
THE DECISION

INT. HOSPITAL ROOM - NIGHT

A woman in her early 50s, MAGGIE THOMPSON, is in a bed being 
examined by DOCTOR WALKER and NURSE REYNOLDS.

She’s unconscious and appears to have been beaten about the 
face, yet that is not the area that’s being examined. The 
area being examined is below her waist. 

They pull the covers back over her and move away from the bed 
to talk privately.

NURSE REYNOLDS
We need to give it to her before 
it’s too late.

DR. WALKER
You know who this is, don’t you?

NURSE REYNOLDS
Of course I do.

DR. WALKER
Then you know perfectly well why 
I’m waiting. Besides the fact that 
it’s now against the law for me to 
give it to her.

NURSE REYNOLDS
But she’s been raped.

DR. WALKER
Will you please stop telling me the 
obvious. I know she’s been raped. 
The police outside know she’s been 
raped. And her senator husband, 
who’s on the way here, knows she’s 
been raped.

NURSE REYNOLDS
So we wait until it’s too late and 
she ends up pregnant from that 
animal who raped her?

DR. WALKER
Do you like being a nurse, Miss 
Reynolds?

NURSE REYNOLDS
Of course I do.



DR. WALKER
Well, I like being a doctor, and if 
we both want to continue in these 
chosen professions of ours, we’ll 
treat her wounds as best we can and 
leave any decision making regarding 
her rape and possible pregnancy up 
to Senator Thompson.

NURSE REYNOLDS
But he wasn’t raped, his wife was.

DR. WALKER
And she’s unconscious and unable to 
tell us what she wants, which in 
reality wouldn’t matter anyway. The 
decision to give her the drug is up 
to her husband, and he’s the one 
who helped make this a law in the 
first place. So if anyone is going 
to break it, it’s going to be him, 
not me or you. Understood?

NURSE REYNOLDS
Understood.

SENATOR KARL THOMPSON, a man in his 50s enters the room. He is 
thin and wiry, and has a weasel-like appearance about him.

He walks directly to the doctor, ignoring the nurse.

SENATOR THOMPSON
So how is she, Doctor?

DR. WALKER
Walker.

SENATOR THOMPSON
How is she, Doctor Walker?

DR. WALKER
Unconscious, but we think it’s 
temporary and she’ll be okay.

SENATOR THOMPSON
The police told me she was 
assaulted.

NURSE REYNOLDS
Yes, she was.

SENATOR THOMPSON
I’m talking to Doctor Walker.

2.



DR. WALKER
Yes, unfortunately, she was.

SENATOR THOMPSON
I see.

DR. WALKER
Senator, I’m afraid I need to ask 
you a question.

SENATOR THOMPSON
You’re not going to ask me to allow 
you to administer the abortion 
drug?

NURSE REYNOLDS
Well, actually, it’s called the 
Morning After pill and it prevents 
a woman from being pregnant after 
such an experience and it’s not an 
abortion drug.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Would you please be quiet, nurse.

NURSE REYNOLDS
Reynolds, Nurse Reynolds.

SENATOR THOMPSON
(to Dr. Walker)

You know who I am, don’t you?

DR. WALKER
Of course.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Then you know my answer.

DR. WALKER
Senator, if we don’t administer the 
drug then--

SENATOR THOMPSON
In this state, it is illegal to 
administer the drug in all cases 
and you know that as much as I do. 
I helped write the law for Pete’s 
sake.

DR. WALKER
I know, it’s just that under the 
circumstances.
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SENATOR THOMPSON
The answer is no, and the answer 
would still be no, even if she were 
conscious and begging for it.  
Understood?

DR. WALKER
Understood.

SENATOR THOMPSON
I’m appalled that you would ask me 
such a question and consider 
carrying out this action at all. 
Perhaps I should contact your 
administrator.

DR. WALKER
That won’t be necessary. I just 
thought--

SENATOR THOMPSON
The law applied to others and not 
me?

DR. WALKER
No, just--

NURSE REYNOLDS
It’s just that she’s a little old 
to be having a child, especially 
under these circumstances.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Who are you again?

DR. WALKER
This is nurse, Reynolds. She’s been 
assisting me. She treats a lot of 
cases such as this.

SENATOR THOMPSON
And is this what you always advise, 
nurse?

NURSE REYNOLDS
No, of course not, it’s just that--

SENATOR THOMPSON
The decision has been made. You 
will not administer any drug to my 
wife that would bring about an 
abortion of any kind. Is that 
understood? You will not even 
discuss the matter with her.
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NURSE REYNOLDS
Now, wait a minute--

DR. WALKER
We understand, Senator Thompson. 
We’ll treat her as best we can. She 
should be okay. I expect her to 
regain consciousness soon.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Good. Get her cleaned up so she 
won’t know what happened. 
Understood?

NURSE REYNOLDS
Won’t know--

DR. WALKER
We understand, Senator. We’ll take 
care of everything.

The senator goes to his wife and starts to take her hand then 
changes his mind and leaves the room.

NURSE REYNOLDS
Did you see that?

DR. WALKER
What?

NURSE REYNOLDS
He wouldn’t even hold her hand.  
She’s already damaged goods to him.

DR. WALKER
I didn’t see that, and we don’t 
know their relationship, and it’s 
none of our business. You stay with 
her and let me know if anything 
changes. She should be okay.

NURSE REYNOLDS
Yeah, for now. What do I tell her 
when she wakes up? That she fell 
down a flight of stairs at church?

DR. WALKER
If she starts asking questions, we 
call in her husband and let him 
take care of things.

NURSE REYNOLDS
Like he’s taking care of this.
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DR. WALKER
Yes.

He leaves and Nurse Walker sits down beside Maggie and holds 
her hand.

NURSE REYNOLDS
Everything will be fine, Maggie, as 
fine as your husband will allow.

INT. WAITING AREA - NIGHT

In a waiting area just outside the emergency room doors, 
Senator Thompson walks over to female POLICE OFFICER, 
FREEMAN.

SENATOR THOMPSON 
(reads name tag)

Officer Freeman, is it?

 OFFICER FREEMAN
Yes, Senator Thompson.

The senator’s aide, MATTHEW PERKINS (20s), gets up from a 
chair nearby and starts to go to the senator and the senator 
signals him to stay put while he speaks to the officer.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Is there a male police officer I 
can speak to?

OFFICER FREEMAN
Not at the moment. I’m afraid I’m 
it. There should be a detective 
here soon to take your wife’s 
statement when she regains 
consciousness.

SENATOR THOMPSON
I see. I was just hoping to speak 
to a man.

OFFICER FREEMAN
Well, it’s been determined that in 
cases such as this it’s usually 
best for the victim to speak to a 
woman rather than a man.

SENATOR THOMPSON
I see. Well, the deal is, that 
there really isn’t a victim or a 
case.
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OFFICER FREEMAN
What do you mean?

SENATOR THOMPSON
My wife wont be pressing charges.

OFFICER FREEMAN
Has she already told you that, 
Senator Thompson? I didn’t know she 
had regained consciousness.

SENATOR THOMPSON
She hasn’t.

OFFICER FREEMAN
I don’t understand.

SENATOR THOMPSON
There’s nothing to understand, 
officer. She will not be pressing 
charges. You can leave.

OFFICER FREEMAN
Senator, I don’t think--

SENATOR THOMPSON
I don’t care what you think. I want 
you to leave, and I want any 
paperwork on this to disappear. Do 
you understand?

OFFICER FREEMAN
But what about the rapist?

SENATOR THOMPSON
There was no rape. This is all a 
misunderstanding. The man was an 
old lover of hers and we’re going 
to deal with this ourselves in our 
own way. Now please leave and 
destroy all paperwork of this 
matter. Or do I need to contact 
your captain to explain how 
uncooperative you’ve been with a 
United States Senator?

OFFICER FREEMAN
No sir, that won’t be necessary.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Then please leave.

OFFICER FREEMAN
Yes, Senator.
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She leaves and Matthew Perkins walks up to the senator.

MATTHEW PERKINS
How is your wife?

SENATOR THOMPSON
Still unconscious.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Is she going to be--

SENATOR THOMPSON
Yes, she’s going to be fine.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Do you want me to put out a 
statement?

SENATOR THOMPSON
Yes, tell the press that my wife 
fell down our stairs at home and is 
expected to make a full recovery. 
Just play this whole thing down and 
make it go away.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Senator?

SENATOR THOMPSON
Do as I told you. She fell down the 
stairs and hit her head and is 
expected to be fine. Understood?

MATTHEW PERKINS
Yes, sir.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Now please leave, I want to be 
alone.

Matthew leaves and the senator sits down in a chair in the 
waiting room and pulls out his cell phone.

SENATOR THOMPSON (CONT’D)
(on phone)

Hello, Terry, this is Karl.
(pause)

Well, news travels fast. Look, I 
need you to stop it, now...
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INT. PRIVATE HOSPITAL ROOM - NIGHT

Mrs. Thompson is lying asleep in bed. Upon closer inspection 
it’s clear she’s dreaming, having a nightmare.

DISSOLVE TO:

EXT. ALLEYWAY - DAY

Mrs. Thompson is lying near a dumpster. A MAN wearing a 
stocking mask is on top of her, hitting her in the face. His 
teeth are clenched and it’s obvious the man is filled with 
rage. He is ripping at her clothes, tearing away her 
underwear. She is trying to stop him but he’s too strong.

He enters her.

She cries out and he puts his hand over her mouth.

MAN
This is for your husband. He 
murdered my daughter and this is my 
gift to him. Now you’ll both know 
what it feels like to be violated.

His hand slips away from her mouth and she screams.

INT. PRIVATE HOSPITAL ROOM - NIGHT

Mrs. Thompson screams then opens her eyes and quickly looks 
about and finds she’s in the hospital. She breaks into tears.

The door opens and Nurse Reynolds enters.

NURSE REYNOLDS
Are you all right?

MRS. THOMPSON
Yes, yes, I’m okay. Just a bad 
dream. Would you get a drink of 
water?

Nurse Reynolds pours her a glass of water and hands it to 
her. She drinks.

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
Would you mind staying with me for 
a moment?

NURSE REYNOLDS
Not at all.
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She sits beside Mrs. Thompson and Mrs. Thompson holds out her 
hand and she takes it. The two of them sit together hand in 
hand in silence.

INT.  PRIVATE HOSPITAL ROOM - DAY

Mrs. Thompson is in bed with her eyes closed. Her daughter, 
HOPE (20s), is sitting in a chair by her side. There is a 
nurse in the room as well, tending to her.

Mr. Thompson enters the room.

SENATOR THOMPSON
(to nurse)

Would you please give us a moment?

The nurse nods and leaves the room.

SENATOR THOMPSON (CONT’D)
(to Hope)

So how is she?

MRS. THOMPSON
Why don’t you ask her yourself?

She opens her eyes and looks at him, a look of total contempt 
and hate.

Senator Thomson sits down on a chair on the opposite side of 
the bed from where Hope is sitting.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Its good to see you awake. How are 
you feeling?

MRS. THOMPSON
As well as can be expected. So have 
you got all the damage control you 
needed done?

SENATOR THOMPSON
What do you mean?

MRS. THOMPSON
You know what I mean. Odd, how I 
fell down stairs that were in the 
middle of a city alleyway.

SENATOR THOMPSON
It was to protect you.

HOPE
No, it wasn’t.
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SENATOR THOMPSON
Hope, stay out of this.

HOPE
No, I won’t. How could you let that 
man get away with this?

MRS. THOMPSON
It’s okay, Hope. I can speak for 
myself.

(to husband)
I can understand keeping this out 
of the papers, and in a way I’m 
grateful for that. But you stopped 
them from giving me anything to 
prevent a pregnancy. What if--

SENATOR THOMPSON
The odds of that are astronomical.

MRS. THOMPSON
I don’t care what the odds are 
based on your manly powers of 
deduction. The odds would have been 
one hundred percent impossible if 
you hadn’t stopped them from--

SENATOR THOMPSON
From what? Obeying a law I helped 
write? They couldn’t do it.

MRS. THOMPSON
Yes, they could have, and you know 
it! You’re a senator! From my 
understanding, the mayor made this 
whole thing go away because you 
told him to. The police have shut 
this all down because you told them 
to. And now I may be pregnant 
because of what you told the doctor 
not to do.

SENATOR THOMPSON
You’re obviously too upset right 
now to talk--

MRS. THOMPSON
Get out! Get out now!

He stands and gives her and Hope a look and leaves.

SENATOR THOMPSON
In the end you’ll thank me for 
this.
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He leaves.

HOPE
What are you going to do, mother?

MRS. THOMPSON
What can I do? I just hope that man 
didn’t make me pregnant. God, I 
wish I were dead.

HOPE
Don’t say that.

MRS. THOMPSON
Why? Because God might hear me? 
Where was He when that man attacked 
me?

HOPE
I don’t want to hear this.

MRS. THOMPSON
Then leave. None of you care at all 
about what happened. You just want 
it to all go away. Well, for some 
reason, I just know it won’t, and I 
have God to thank for it. God and 
your father! Now get out!

Hope runs from the room and the nurse returns.

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
(to Nurse)

I need something to help me calm 
down. Please give me something to 
sleep. All I want to do is sleep 
and pretend this is all a 
nightmare.

NURSE
Yes, Mrs. Thompson.

MRS. THOMPSON
Maggie. My name’s Maggie. I do have 
a name, you know?

THE NURSE
Yes, Maggie.

The nurse gives her a sedative to help her calm down.
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INT. SENATOR THOMPSON’S OFFICE - DAY

Senator Thompson is meeting with Matthew Perkins. They are 
both seated across from each other at Senator Thomson’s desk.

Senator Thompson stands and starts pacing.

SENATOR THOMPSON
So, we have this all wrapped up 
then?

MATTHEW PERKINS
Yes, Senator.

SENATOR THOMPSON
The police have been dealt with?

MATTHEW PERKINS
Yes.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Who’s outside?

MATTHEW PERKINS
Senator Mills. He says it’s 
important.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Oh, him again. What does he want 
now?

MATTHEW PERKINS
Assurances. 

SENATOR THOMPSON 
About what?

MATTHEW PERKINS
That you wont change anything as it 
relates to the Child’s Act Bill.

SENATOR THOMPSON
And why would he think I would do 
anything to change it?

MATTHEW PERKINS
I don’t know, Senator.

SENATOR THOMPSON
I think you do.

He gives Matthew a look.
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MATTHEW PERKINS
I’m afraid what happened wasn’t as 
easy to make disappear as you 
hoped.

SENATOR THOMPSON
I see.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Should I send him in?

SENATOR THOMPSON
How many more?

MATTHEW PERKINS
Sir?

SENATOR THOMPSON
How many more do you think know?

MATTHEW PERKINS
Its hard to say, sir. Washington, 
as you know, can be a small place.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Yes, a regular Peyton Place.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Sir?

SENATOR THOMPSON
Nothing. Too old a reference for 
you. Send him in.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Yes, sir.

Matthew leaves and shortly after, SENATOR ALBERT MILLS enters 
the room. He is in his 50s, conservatively dressed and with 
an air of self righteousness about him.

He strides up to the Senator and aggressively shakes his 
hand.

SENATOR MILLS
Thank you for meeting with me, 
Karl.

Senator Thompson sits down and signals for Senator Mills to 
do the same.

They both sit down and there is an awkward moment of silence 
between them.

14.



SENATOR MILLS (CONT’D)
I heard about your wife. I hope 
she’s doing better.

SENATOR THOMPSON
She is, Albert. Thank you. She’s 
home recuperating from her fall.

SENATOR MILLS
Yes, her fall. Thank God, she 
didn’t break her hip or anything 
like that.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Yes, she was very fortunate. But 
I’m sure you’re not here about my 
wife. What can I do for you, 
Albert?

SENATOR MILLS
Well, there’s been a little bit of 
rumor that you might be 
reconsidering certain aspects of 
our recent Child’s Act Bill, and I 
wanted to be certain those were 
just rumors and nothing more.

SENATOR THOMPSON
And what have you heard?

SENATOR MILLS
That you were considering changing 
the visitation rights provision 
offered the father of a child 
conceived out of wedlock.

SENATOR THOMPSON
And what did you think I planned on 
changing?

SENATOR MILLS
That you were considering 
eliminating all rights for the 
father and allowing the mother to 
make all decisions concerning the 
rights of the child.

SENATOR THOMPSON
I was thinking that under certain 
circumstances it might be necessary 
to let the mother make decisions 
regarding the well being of a child 
she gave birth to.
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SENATOR MILLS
And what might those circumstances 
be?

SENATOR THOMPSON
In cases of rape or incest, for 
example. It’s possible that allowing 
the father in those circumstances 
the right to make decisions for a 
child or mother might be 
inappropriate under the 
circumstances.

SENATOR MILLS
I see. So the father has no say in 
what happens to a child he helped 
to conceive? Is that your position?

SENATOR THOMPSON
My position is that under those 
special circumstances the mother 
should have sole custody of the 
child and be able to make any 
decisions concerning the child’s 
well being without the influence or 
consent of the man who conceived 
the child without the mother’s 
permission or willing participation 
in the sex act.

SENATOR MILLS
I see. That’s very well thought 
out. Are you firm in your feelings 
about this, and do you plan to move 
ahead with these proposed changes 
of yours?

SENATOR THOMPSON
I’ve merely put out feelers thus 
far, that’s all.

SENATOR MILLS
Well, feel this, Senator Thompson. 
Any changes to this Bill, now that 
its about to be passed, will be met 
with full resistance by my 
supporters, of which there are 
many. And I don’t think you really 
want to bring them into this 
because it’s possible that innocent 
parties close to you could end up 
on the receiving end of some very 
upset constituents. 

(MORE)
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I’ll leave you with that. Send my 
best to your wife.

He leaves.

INT. MRS. THOMPSON’S BEDROOM - DAY

Mrs. Thompson is in bed, with Hope once again sitting at her 
side.

HOPE
I wish you’d take a walk with me 
outside. It’d be good for you to get 
some fresh air.

MRS. THOMPSON
I’m sure you’re right.But I’m not 
up to it right now. How’s school 
going?

HOPE
It’s okay.

MRS. THOMPSON 
Only okay? What’s the matter?

HOPE
People have been talking.

Hope sits there quiet for a moment.

MRS. THOMPSON
And what have they been saying?

HOPE
I think they know. I think they all 
know.

MRS. THOMPSON
I’m sure they do. I can’t believe 
your father thought he could 
control this. But he thinks he can 
control many things that he can’t.

HOPE
What if this gets in the news?

MRS. THOMPSON
What if it does?

HOPE
I don’t think I could...

SENATOR MILLS (CONT’D)
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MRS. THOMPSON
Face it? Is that what you were about 
to say?

HOPE
I didn’t mean--

MRS. THOMPSON
Didn’t mean what, Hope? Didn’t mean 
to sound so selfish as to be more 
concerned about what your friends 
will say than how it will affect me 
knowing that everyone will know I 
was raped?

HOPE
Mom, don’t say that.

MRS. THOMPSON
(grabbing her arm)

Does it bother you when I say that 
four letter word?

HOPE
Of course it does.

MRS. THOMPSON
Does it bother you because your 
mother isn’t what she was before. 
She’s now used goods? Is that what 
you’re thinking? That maybe I asked 
for this? Is that what you’re 
thinking?

HOPE
(pulling away)

No, of course not! I know you didn’t 
ask for this.

MRS. THOMPSON
Are you sure? Because your father 
hasn’t touched me since it 
happened, not even a hug. And you 
know what your father has always 
said about rape victims. He and his 
ilk.

HOPE
Don’t talk about Daddy that way.

MRS. THOMPSON
Daddy? Oh dear God, Hope, grow up. 
When will you ever grow up?
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Hope runs from the room.

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
I guess you won’t. You’re definitely 
your father’s daughter.

She gets out of the bed and looks out the window.

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
My, what a pretty day. Maybe, Hope 
is right. I should go for a walk, 
and I have a good idea where to go.

She starts getting dressed.

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
If the truth is out, then it might 
as well come straight from the 
horse’s mouth. Truth around here 
gets twisted in so many ways, one 
never really knows what truth is 
anymore. I’m not going to hide from 
anyone. And in spite of what 
everyone is going to say, I didn’t 
ask for this.

INT. POLICE STATION - DAY

We are inside a police station and Mrs. Thompson is seated at 
a desk with DETECTIVE SWANSON, a striking, yet hard looking 
man in his 40s, who seems ill at ease with the situation, as 
he periodically looks over to the Captain’s office, and his 
boss, CAPTAIN HARMAN, who seems unduly interested in Swanson 
and Mrs. Thompson at the moment.

MRS. THOMPSON
Would you mind paying a little more 
attention to me, Detective Swanson?

Detective Swanson turns away from the captain to look at her.

DETECTIVE SWANSON
I apologize, Mrs. Thompson, it’s 
just that--

MRS. THOMPSON
Its just that my husband has 
ordered that this whole thing go 
away. Correct?

DETECTIVE SWANSON
Well...
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MRS. THOMPSON
Look, I don’t want to cause trouble 
for anyone, but I do want that man 
put away for what he did to me.

DETECTIVE SWANSON
You know what will happen next if 
we pick him up, don’t you?

MRS. THOMPSON
Yes, we’ll go to trial. I don’t 
understand the problem. I’m the 
witness, a very good witness I 
might add, and you have all the 
necessary evidence from the assault 
to put him away. From my 
understanding, he didn’t use a 
condom.

DETECTIVE SWANSON
According to hospital records that 
is correct.

MRS. THOMPSON
Then arrest him.

The detective lets out a small sigh of frustration.

DETECTIVE SWANSON
Mrs. Thompson, I’ve been instructed 
by my superiors to drop this case.

MRS. THOMPSON
I see. And, of course, my husband 
had something to do with this.

DETECTIVE SWANSON
Mrs. Thompson--

MRS. THOMPSON
Stop calling me that. I had a name 
before I became, Mrs. Thompson.

(pause)
Let me ask you this. If my name 
wasn’t Mrs. Thompson, and I wasn’t 
married to a senator. Would you 
drop this case?

DETECTIVE SWANSON
Mrs. Thompson--

MRS. THOMPSON
(yelling)

I said stop calling me that!
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Everyone in the station turns to look at them.

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
(staring at them)

 What are you looking at!

She storms out of the room.

Detective Swanson’s female partner, DETECTIVE MOORE (30s), 
comes up to him.

DETECTIVE SWANSON
I think you should have handled 
that, Moore.

DETECTIVE MOORE
You know what I would have told 
her.

DETECTIVE SWANSON
I know. That’s why the captain 
insisted I handle it. Doesn’t she 
realize her husband is just trying 
to protect her?

DETECTIVE MOORE
How? By taking away her right to 
justice?

DETECTIVE SWANSON
We catch the rapist and then he 
knows who she is, and if he knows 
that then...

DETECTIVE MOORE
Then if she gets pregnant he can 
claim joint parenthood of the child 
and they’d be stuck with him in 
their lives for God knows how long.
What do you think the senator will 
do now?

DETECTIVE SWANSON
I’m more concerned about what his 
wife is going to do now.

DETECTIVE MOORE
She’s not his property, Jack.

DETECTIVE SWANSON
You tell him that.
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DETECTIVE MOORE
Come on, we have other cases to 
solve, and this one isn’t one of 
them.

DETECTIVE SWANSON
Moore, for a woman, you don’t seem 
too compassionate.

DETECTIVE MOORE
I think it’s her turn to suffer for 
his actions. I’d call that divine 
retribution.

DETECTIVE SWANSON
You might you have a point there.

DETECTIVE MOORE
Well, they say God works in 
mysterious ways, right?

DETECTIVE SWANSON
(slight smirk)

Right.
(standing)

Remind me to never piss you off.

He gets up to leave.

DETECTIVE MOORE
Where you going?

DETECTIVE SWANSON
Nature calls.

He dashes out of the squad room and Moore goes back to her 
paperwork.

EXT. HALLWAY - NEXT TO ELEVATOR - DAY

Mrs. Thompson is standing, waiting for the elevator to open 
and when it does she steps inside and just before the door 
closes, Detective Swanson steps inside with her. The doors 
close and they are alone.

INT. ELEVATOR - DAY

MRS. THOMPSON
What do you want?

DETECTIVE SWANSON
To give you this.
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He hands her a business card.

MRS. THOMPSON
Who is this?

DETECTIVE SWANSON
Someone to help you. He’s a retired 
detective but still does freelance 
work. He should be able to find who 
you’re looking for, though why you 
want to find him is beside me.

MRS. THOMPSON
He raped me, Detective Swanson. 
Isn’t that reason enough to find 
out who he is?

DETECTIVE SWANSON
And once you find him all hell will 
breakout in your life, and I do 
mean all of your life, you, your 
daughter, and you’re husband. You 
really need to consider that.

MRS. THOMPSON
I have. I’ve had nothing but the 
time after he raped me to think of 
nothing else.

DETECTIVE SWANSON
Look, I’m sorry I can’t--

MRS. THOMPSON
Help me? Look, I know my husband, 
and I know what he can do, and how 
far he will go to save his precious 
reputation. But I deserve respect 
as well, and so far I’ve haven’t 
received any. I’m not his property 
or any other man’s property.

DETECTIVE SWANSON
No, but if these new laws go into 
place, the child you may have will 
be, and that rapist you hate so 
much could very well be a part of 
your life forever, whether he goes 
to prison or not.

The elevator door opens and the two of them look at the 
people waiting to get inside.
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MRS. THOMPSON
Thank you, Detective Swanson. I 
appreciate the risk you have taken 
today.

She leaves with the card in hand and Detective Swanson backs 
up so the new passengers can get on the elevator.

He watches as the elevator doors close.

DETECTIVE SWANSON
(to self)

Good luck, you’ll need it.

INT. PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR OFFICE - DAY

The interior of the office is rather plain with a few shelves 
on the wall containing various law books and a file cabinet. 
There is a license on the wall signifying INVESTIGATOR RICK 
TAYLOR (40s) as an officially licensed private investigator. 
Taylor is tall and lean with a look of determination on his 
face. Also, there is the hint of nervousness as he considers 
what Mrs. Thompson has just told him.

TAYLOR
Mrs. Thompson--

MRS. THOMPSON
Maggie, my name is Maggie.

TAYLOR
Maggie, look, I’m not so sure you 
really want to do this.

MRS. THOMPSON
I’ve considered what can happen 
once he is caught and is 
prosecuted.

TAYLOR
Look, once this guy knows you, and 
believe me, he won’t be too happy 
about it, then the real trial 
begins.

MRS. THOMPSON
What real trial?

TAYLOR
Well, he’ll probably play it one of 
two ways, either he’ll deny 
everything and make out like you 
wanted it --
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MRS. THOMPSON
Or?

TAYLOR
He’ll admit everything and put 
himself in the middle of your 
family for the rest of your lives. 
He’ll be demanding visitation 
rights, money to take care of the 
child, and so on. Do you really 
want this guy in your life?

MRS. THOMPSON
I want him off the street. I want 
him to pay for what he’s done to 
me. Now can you help me or not?

TAYLOR
Yes, I can help you. I imagine he’s 
probably in the system. Did they do 
a rape kit?

MRS. THOMPSON
Yes, before they realized who I 
was, they did.

TAYLOR
Do you think they kept it?

MRS. THOMPSON
I wouldn’t know. I assume so.

TAYLOR
Detective Swanson sent you to me, 
right?

MRS. THOMPSON
Yes.

TAYLOR
Then it’s there somewhere. Even if 
they told him to lose it, he 
wouldn’t have gone against 
procedure. He’s not that kind of 
cop.

MRS. THOMPSON
What do we do now?

TAYLOR
I get to work finding this guy, and 
you get ready to deal with your 
husband. He’s going to be furious 
that you’re doing this.
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MRS. THOMPSON
Well, he’s not the one who was 
raped, is he?

TAYLOR
No, he’s not.

MRS. THOMPSON
Is there anything else?

TAYLOR
Just my initial fee. You pay the 
rest when I deliver.

She starts writing a check.

TAYLOR (CONT’D)
Won’t your husband...

MRS. THOMPSON
This is coming from my personal 
account. I do have some parts of my 
life that still belong to me.

She completes writing the check and hands it to him. He looks 
at it for a moment, as if he might give it back to her, then 
he folds it up and puts it in his jacket pocket.

TAYLOR
I’ll be in touch when I have 
something for you.

MRS. THOMPSON
Thank you, Mr. Taylor.

TAYLOR
Rick, my first name is Rick.

MRS. THOMPSON
Thank you, Rick.

TAYLOR
Thank you, Maggie.

She shakes his hand and leaves. He pulls the check out of his 
pocket and stares at it.

TAYLOR (CONT’D)
Sometimes, Rick, you just don’t 
know what’s good for you. You just 
don’t.

He places the check back in his pocket and pulls out his cell 
phone and dials a number.
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TAYLOR (CONT’D)
Hey, Jack, it’s me. You’ll never 
guess who just stepped out of my 
office.

(pause)
Yep, you got it. What the hell were 
you thinking sending her to me?

(pause)
Yeah, I had a feeling it was 
something like that. You realize I 
left the force because of this kind 
of political crap, right?

(pause)
Yeah, I know, and you’re right. 
I’ve never been one to turn down a 
lady in distress. Thanks a lot, 
Jack. Do me a favor, will you? 
Don’t do me any more favors like 
this.

He closes the cell phone and turns and looks out the window.

INT. SENATOR ALBERT MILL’S OFFICE - DAY

Senator Mills is at his desk and Matthew Perkins is seated 
opposite him. Perkins is visibly nervous.

Senator Mills is looking at his laptop and on the laptop is a 
video of...

INT. LARGE CONVENTION ROOM - EVENING

The room is full of people campaigning for Senator Thompson. 
There are a number of pro-life signs all around. On stage is 
Senator Thompson, his wife, and daughter. They are holding 
hands, and are all smiles, looking victorious.

Senator Mills shuts off the laptop.

INT. SENATOR ALBERT MILL’S OFFICE - DAY

SENATOR MILLS
Quite the power couple. They had 
them eating out of their hands.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Senator?

SENATOR MILLS
Senator Thompson and his wife, and 
Hope, of course. 

(MORE)

27.



They had the people eating out of 
their hands when they campaigned.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Yes, they did.

SENATOR MILLS
Too bad things have to change.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Uh, Senator Mills, I’m not 
comfortable being here.

SENATOR MILLS
I wouldn’t expect you to be.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Would you mind telling me why you 
contacted me, and why you didn’t 
want me to tell my boss about it?

SENATOR MILLS
You’re a bright young man. Why 
don’t you tell me?

MATTHEW PERKINS
You’re looking for information 
regarding Mrs. Thompson.

SENATOR MILLS
See, I knew you were a bright young 
man with a promising career that 
could be totally upended should 
Thompson make an error in 
judgement.

MATTHEW PERKINS
I don’t have anything to report to 
you at this time.

SENATOR MILLS
But you will keep me informed for 
the sake of the party.

MATTHEW PERKINS
For the sake of the party, yes, I 
will.

SENATOR MILLS
Then we’re done here. Just keep me 
up to date on this minor hiccup, 
and you’ll go far. I’ll see to 
that.

SENATOR MILLS (CONT’D)
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MATTHEW PERKINS
Thank you, sir.

EXT. HOUSE IN SUBURBS - DAY

Rick Taylor is standing on the doorstep of a humble bungalow 
in a clean suburban area.

He knocks on the door and AARON SMITH, a middle aged, 
pleasant looking man, answers.

AARON SMITH
Yes?

RICK TAYLOR
Aaron Smith?

AARON SMITH
Yes?

RICK TAYLOR
My name is Rick Taylor. May I have 
a few minutes of your time?

AARON SMITH
Are you with the police?

RICK TAYLOR
No, but I used to be.

AARON SMITH
Well, come in then. I’ve been 
waiting for someone like you to 
arrive.

INT. BUNGALOW - DAY

The interior of Aaron Smith’s bungalow is clean and well 
kept. There are family pictures on the wall. On prominent 
display are several of a young woman. Rick can’t help but 
notice them because of the number of pictures of her and 
their prominent display.

Aaron enters the room from the kitchen and sets down two cups 
of coffee.

RICK TAYLOR
Thank you. Your daughter?

AARON SMITH
Yes, Mary.
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RICK TAYLOR
She’s pretty.

AARON SMITH
Yes, she was.

RICK TAYLOR
I’m sorry.

AARON SMITH
Are you?

RICK TAYLOR
What?

AARON SMITH
Are you sorry?

RICK TAYLOR
Well, I...

AARON SMITH
It’s okay, Mr. Taylor. I’m just so 
used to hearing that phrase, that 
and, she’s in my prayers, that it 
all rings rather hollow now.

RICK TAYLOR
I meant no disrespect.

AARON SMITH
I’m sure you didn’t. Now, you said 
you used to be with the police.

RICK TAYLOR
Yes, I was a detective.

AARON SMITH
And what do you do now?

RICK TAYLOR
Much the same thing, I’m a private 
investigator now.

AARON SMITH
So you’re not here in an official 
capacity.

RICK TAYLOR
Well, not exactly no, since I’m no 
longer with the force, but--
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AARON SMITH
You’re here because of Senator 
Thompson’s wife, I presume.

RICK TAYLOR
Well, yes, uh...

AARON SMITH
It’s okay, Mr. Taylor. I knew 
someone would show up eventually. 
Although, I must admit it has taken 
longer than I expected, after all, 
I did leave behind plenty of 
evidence.

RICK TAYLOR
So you wanted to get caught?

AARON SMITH
Of course.

RICK TAYLOR
Look, maybe I should warn you of...

AARON SMITH
Self incrimination?

RICK TAYLOR
Yes.

AARON SMITH
I’m not worried about that. Have a 
seat and I’ll explain to you 
exactly why I did what I did, and 
why I insist that you have me 
arrested.

INT. THE THOMPSON’S MASTER BEDROOM - BATHROOM - DAY

Mrs. Thompson is sitting on the toilet anxiously waiting for 
the results of a home pregnancy test.

After a moment, she sees the result.

MRS. THOMPSON
I knew it!

She throws the test to the floor.
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INT. BUNGALOW - DAY

Aaron and Rick are sitting in chairs opposite one another, 
each with their cup of coffee. The whole scene is cordial.

RICK TAYLOR
I’m still confused as to why you 
would rape Mrs. Thompson when your 
own daughter was violently raped.

AARON SMITH
To make her understand how it feels 
to be forced to do something 
against your will.

RICK TAYLOR
Like with her husband now, trying 
to hide his wife’s rape?

AARON SMITH
Yes, you see, men like her husband 
have created a monster, a mob of 
violent followers who will do their 
bidding. I went with Mary for her 
medical consult and they were 
waiting for us when we came out.

EXT. MEDICAL BUILDING - DAY

A line of pro-life protestors are all along the sidewalk. 
They spot Aaron and his fragile looking daughter, MARY (20s) 
coming out of the clinic. They rush them, yelling...

PROTESTOR 1
Murderer!

PROTESTOR 2
Baby killer!

PROTESTOR 3
May you burn in hell!

They continue to block their path and yell and them.

One of the protestors grabs his daughter and throws her to 
the ground.

A SECURITY OFFICER rushes in and tries to help. They hit him 
with their signs.

Aaron and Mary manage to fight them off and escape to their 
car.
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INT. BUNGALOW - DAY

RICK TAYLOR
But why assault Mrs. Thompson? Why 
not Senator Thompson or their 
daughter, Hope?

AARON SMITH
I thought of that, but I couldn’t 
bring myself to do that to one so 
young. Besides, it was the 
husband’s policies that made our 
lives hell. And there was no way 
I’d ever get that close to him, 
so...

RICK TAYLOR
You settled on his wife since she’s 
often appeared on stage with her 
husband.

AARON SMITH
And in interviews on TV. She 
supported his views all the way.

RICK TAYLOR
You guessed a Bill, like the one 
about to be passed, would be 
coming?

AARON SMITH
That’s right. We both saw that on 
the horizon. Everyone in this state 
knows it’s going to pass. I tried 
to help Mary, but I couldn’t be 
with her every moment of the day, 
and the MAGAs found out her 
identity, and they went after her 
online and made her life hell.

RICK TAYLOR
Why didn’t she just stay off the 
computer?

AARON SMITH
It’s not that simple. They found 
her phone number and address. We 
tried the police, but they only 
offered their concern and said they 
couldn’t really protect her from 
the world. Do you believe that? As 
far as the police are concerned, 
these people are now the world and 
there is no protection from them.

(MORE)
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(pause)
So, she took the only route 
available to escape the torment she 
was feeling.

RICK TAYLOR
How long ago was that?

AARON SMITH
It was a year on the day I 
assaulted Mrs. Thompson.

RICK TAYLOR
And that’s how you chose to 
remember her death? By assaulting 
another innocent woman?

AARON SMITH
Their kind don’t know the meaning 
of innocence. These politicians use 
this anti-abortion crap to maintain 
control and power over women, and 
they drag along troubled women to 
make the whole thing look 
legitimate. 

RICK TAYLOR
Like, Mrs. Thompson.

AARON SMITH
I hardly think she’s troubled.

RICK TAYLOR
I’m not sure if you’re sane or not, 
but you realize I must inform the 
police about this, don’t you?

AARON SMITH
She’s pressing charges then?

RICK TAYLOR
Oh, yes.

AARON SMITH
Good for her. She’s taking a stand. 
Maybe there’s hope for her after 
all.

RICK TAYLOR
Do you want to come with me to the 
station, or would you rather I call 
the police?

AARON SMITH (CONT’D)
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AARON SMITH
No, I’ll come with you. A few of 
those cops might be zealots as 
well. As I said when you got here, 
I’ve been expecting to get 
arrested. I’m just surprised it 
took so long. I will of course 
plead not guilty.

RICK TAYLOR
But you just...

AARON SMITH
Had a hypothetical conversation 
with a private detective.

RICK TAYLOR
I don’t understand.

AARON SMITH
You will when I go to trial.

INT. SENATOR THOMPSON’S OFFICE - DAY

Senator Thompson is seated at his desk when there is a knock 
on his door.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Come in.

Matthew Perkins enters.

SENATOR THOMPSON (CONT’D)
What is it, Matthew?

MATTHEW PERKINS
They caught the man who raped your 
wife.

SENATOR THOMPSON
What?!

MATTHEW PERKINS
I just received word from my 
sources at the police station.

SENATOR THOMPSON
I can’t believe you found this out 
before I did. I thought I told them 
to shelve this and let me handle 
it.
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MATTHEW PERKINS
Apparently, your wife had other 
ideas.

The senator’s phone rings.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Yes, what? Give me five minutes 
then send him in.

(to Perkins)
Senator Mills is here. Do you know 
why?

MATTHEW PERKINS
No, but I can guess.

SENATOR THOMPSON
So can I. Get down to the station 
and see what you can find out, and 
for God’s sake make sure no 
reporters see you.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Yes, sir.

Just as he opens the door to exit, he is met by Senator 
Mills.

MATTHEW PERKINS (CONT’D)
It’s nice to see you again, Senator 
Mills.

SENATOR MILLS
You too, Perkins. In a hurry?

MATTHEW PERKINS
Just a bit.

SENATOR MILLS
I can’t imagine why.

Perkins leaves and Mills sits down opposite Senator Thompson.

SENATOR MILLS (CONT’D)
So it seems the cat is out of the 
bag and you’ll soon have a lot of 
explaining to do.

SENATOR THOMPSON
What can I do for you, Albert?
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SENATOR MILLS
The better question, Karl, is what 
can I do for you? You seem to be 
the one in a situation here.

SENATOR THOMPSON
There is no situation. There just 
seems to be some confusion downtown 
regarding a case of mistaken 
identity.

SENATOR MILLS
Well, that’s good. Because if there 
was more to it than that, we’d need 
to discuss your standing on our 
committees and maybe even within 
the party itself.

SENATOR THOMPSON
I don’t take to threats well, 
Albert.

SENATOR MILLS
Who’s threatening? I’m just here 
because of my concern for the Bill 
that’s about to go to a vote and 
making sure nothing upsets the will 
of our constituents.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Albert, you’re no more concerned 
about the unborn than I am.

SENATOR MILLS
That’s not your concern, Karl. What 
should be your concern is the 
upcoming elections and how they 
will turn out, and what our 
standing in the Senate will be.

SENATOR THOMPSON
You know I won’t let anything 
happen to stop our taking the 
Senate this fall.

SENATOR MILLS
And you know that if you stepped 
down now, we would have time to 
replace you and do any necessary 
damage control.

SENATOR THOMPSON
That’s not going to be necessary.
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SENATOR MILLS
See that it isn’t, Karl.

(stands)
See that it isn’t. Give my regards 
to your wife.

He leaves.

INT. THOMPSON DINING ROOM - NIGHT

Senator Thompson is pacing back and forth, watching his wife 
as she eats dinner. Their daughter is nowhere in sight.

SENATOR THOMPSON
I don’t understand what you hope to 
accomplish with this?

MRS. THOMPSON
Since you weren’t raped, I’m sure 
you don’t.

SENATOR THOMPSON
I had this covered--

MRS. THOMPSON
You mean covered up, don’t you?

SENATOR THOMPSON
Fine. Yes, covered up and now 
you’ve blown the whole thing beyond 
my control.

MRS. THOMPSON
I like that.

SENATOR THOMPSON
What?

MRS. THOMPSON
You not having control. You not 
being able to determine my destiny, 
not able to control my body.

SENATOR THOMPSON
No, now your rapist will have that 
control.

MRS. THOMPSON
There are ways I can solve this.

SENATOR THOMPSON
And you’ll go to prison for it.
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MRS. THOMPSON
Then I go to prison.

SENATOR THOMPSON
And ruin all of us.

MRS. THOMPSON
There is no us, there’s only you. 
Everything has always been about 
you. You only wanted a child 
because you knew it would help your 
career.

SENATOR THOMPSON
You wanted one too.

MRS. THOMPSON
No, I didn’t. I had and wanted to 
continue my career, but it upset 
too many of your plans, so I played 
the obedient wife and went along 
and made this pact with the devil.

SENATOR THOMPSON
So now I’m a devil for trying to 
protect you. You know this man may 
be able to rule our lives, don’t 
you?

MRS. THOMPSON
And whose fault is that?

SENATOR THOMPSON
Yours! All you had to do was keep 
your mouth shut. We could have 
quietly had the child then put it 
up for adoption.

MRS. THOMPSON
We could have had the child? We? 
Since when did you start conceiving 
and giving birth? You did this to 
prevent me from divorcing you after 
the elections. You could have let 
them give me the Morning After pill 
and none of this would be happening 
now.

SENATOR THOMPSON
(dawning on him)

Wait a minute. What do you mean, 
none of this would be happening 
now?

39.



MRS. THOMPSON
You got what you wanted. I’m 
pregnant and that rapist is the 
father.

SENATOR THOMPSON
How do you--

MRS. THOMPSON
Know? Because we haven’t had sex 
for over eight months, that’s how I 
know. I assume you must be getting 
satisfied elsewhere, not that I 
care.

SENATOR THOMPSON
So it’s real now, is it? We 
actually have to deal with this?

MRS. THOMPSON
There you go with that we shit 
again. There is no we. There is 
only me. I am the one who is 
pregnant, not you.

SENATOR THOMPSON
I’ll meet with the prosecutor and 
we’ll cut a deal with this guy. I 
can fix this as long as he doesn’t 
know you’re pregnant.

MRS. THOMPSON
That’s all you’re worried about, 
isn’t it? You don’t care what I’m 
going through. You don’t care about 
how dirty I feel having had him 
force himself inside of me.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Nothing can be done to change that. 
All we can do now is resolve this 
problem as painlessly as possible.

MRS. THOMPSON
You know, it’s funny, there was a 
time I would have agreed with you, 
but now, all I want to do is shout 
it off the rooftops so everyone 
knows just what you have done to me 
and to women everywhere. 

(MORE)
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Imagine how many more rapists will 
follow his lead and go after wives 
and daughters of rich and powerful 
men so they can insert themselves 
into their lives?

SENATOR THOMPSON
You’re insane!

MRS. THOMPSON
No, I’m angry. Angry that I didn’t 
get a choice in this, and that’s 
why I wanted him exposed, and 
that’s why I’m going to make sure 
you suffer along with me. I want 
you to be forced to stand beside me 
with a brave and smiling face. I 
may get rid of this thing inside 
me, or I may just go ahead and 
force you to live with the 
consequences.

He starts for her and she recoils, then he reconsiders and 
storms out of the room.

She goes back to eating her dinner.

INT. JAIL CELL - DAY

Aaron is lying on a bunk in a cell when a guard shows up 
accompanied by Senator Thompson.

The guard opens the cell then leaves.

AARON SMITH
So is this where you beat me to a 
bloody pulp while the guard hides 
from view?

SENATOR THOMPSON
It’s not a bad idea, but no.

AARON SMITH
What do you want?

SENATOR THOMPSON
I understand you’ve pled not 
guilty.

AARON SMITH
Yes, that private detective had me 
all confused. 

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)

(MORE)
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I chose to plead not guilty, so I 
can have my day in court.

SENATOR THOMPSON
If you plead guilty, I’ve arranged 
it so that you’ll do minimum time 
in a minimum security prison.

AARON SMITH
And how does your wife feel about 
that?

SENATOR THOMPSON
My wife has nothing to do with 
this. This is between us. I know 
why you did what you did, and I’m 
not going to let you turn this into 
a media circus.

AARON SMITH
Yet, that is exactly what I want. 
Why should I take your offer?

SENATOR THOMPSON
Because other things can happen to 
you, especially in prison.

AARON SMITH
So, you’ll have me hurt if I don’t 
comply?

SENATOR THOMPSON
Look, for what it’s worth, I’m 
sorry your daughter died. I’m sorry 
if some of my constituents behaved 
badly toward her. But I had nothing 
to do with that, so your trying to 
destroy me won’t change a thing.

AARON SMITH
I’m not just trying to destroy you, 
I’m trying to destroy your 
movement.

SENATOR THOMPSON
This movement, as you call it, will 
continue with or without me. You 
know that.

AARON SMITH (CONT’D)
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AARON SMITH
Actually, no, I don’t know that. I 
believe once people hear about my 
daughter, and what those like you 
did to her, there will be a ripple 
effect.

SENATOR THOMPSON
All they will hear is that you 
raped my wife and now wish to hide 
behind the abortion issue to get 
off the hook. It won’t fly.

The guard comes back.

SENATOR THOMPSON (CONT’D)
We aren’t done talking yet.

A distinguished looking man in his 50s, DAVID SANDERS, enters 
the room.

DAVID SANDERS
Good day, Senator Thompson. Is 
there anything I can help you with?

SENATOR THOMPSON
What are you doing here?

DAVID SANDERS
I might ask you the same thing, 
since you shouldn’t be speaking to 
my client without his consent or my 
permission.

SENATOR THOMPSON
I wasn’t aware he already had 
counsel.

DAVID SANDERS
Well, you are now, so if you don’t 
mind, I’d like you to leave.

Senator Thompson gives him a look that could kill and leaves. 
David turns to Aaron.

DAVID SANDERS (CONT’D)
So, quite a day so far, huh?

AARON SMITH
Yes, quite a day. I don’t remember 
hiring you.
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DAVID SANDERS
You didn’t. Now, how about we get 
you out of here. I’ve posted your 
bail so you’re free to go.

AARON SMITH
Well, that depends. We are going to 
take this to trial, aren’t we?

DAVID SANDERS
You better believe we are.

AARON SMITH
Good.

Aaron follows him out of the holding area.

INT. THOMPSON LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Senator and Mrs. Thompson are sitting opposite each other. 
They are alone.

MRS. THOMPSON
Does he know?

SENATOR THOMPSON
Know what?

MRS. THOMPSON
You know what. Don’t play games.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Like the one you’re playing?

MRS. THOMPSON
I’m not playing any game. I’m 
trying to get justice.

SENATOR THOMPSON
No. Unless you’ve told him, no.

MRS. THOMPSON
Why would I tell him?

SENATOR THOMPSON
I don’t know. Why would you pursue 
this knowing how much damage it 
will do to all of us?

MRS. THOMPSON
You mean you, don’t you?
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SENATOR THOMPSON
No, us. Once he knows you’re 
pregnant, we will never be free of 
him.

MRS. THOMPSON
Well, that’s on you and your 
friends in congress, don’t you 
think?

SENATOR THOMPSON
No, this law has been on the books 
in plenty of other states before it 
was considered here.

MRS. THOMPSON
Then it’s all still on you and your 
white male buddies.

SENATOR THOMPSON
You’re such a hypocrite.

MRS. THOMPSON
How dare you--

SENATOR THOMPSON
Oh, shut up, Maggie. You never gave 
a damn about any of this until it 
happened to you, and now you want 
to wash your hands of it all, and 
play the victim.

MRS. THOMPSON
I am a victim.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Really? And how do I know that?

MRS. THOMPSON
What’s that supposed to mean?

SENATOR THOMPSON
You said yourself that you were 
unhappy. Maybe this is your way of 
getting back at me. Do you know 
this man? Are you two having an 
affair? How is it possible that 
after just one time he could 
impregnate you, especially at your 
age. If I remember right, it took 
several attempts for you to get 
pregnant with us.
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MRS. THOMPSON
That was because of you, not me.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Well, aren’t we damn lucky you’re 
so fertile, especially now.

MRS. THOMPSON
What are you implying?

SENATOR THOMPSON
I’m not implying anything. I’m 
saying it. You’ve been having an 
affair with this man and that is 
going to be my story, and that is 
how I will get rid of this whole 
thing.

MRS. THOMPSON
You can’t mean that.

SENATOR THOMPSON
That will be my story if you don’t 
withdraw your charges against this 
man. So far he doesn’t know you’re 
pregnant with his child. The minute 
he does, I’m washing my hands of 
the lot of you.

MRS. THOMPSON
What about Hope?

SENATOR THOMPSON
What about her?

MRS. THOMPSON
Don’t you think this will cause her 
harm as well?

SENATOR THOMPSON
Why? It’s her mother I’m calling a 
whore, not her.

MRS. THOMPSON
(standing)

I don’t have to listen to this.

SENATOR THOMPSON
No, you don’t, and neither do I. 
You either drop the charges or I’ll 
destroy you.

He leaves.
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Mrs. Thompson sits and begins to cry.

Hope opens the door from the kitchen that leads into the 
dining room.

MRS. THOMPSON
(seeing Hope)

You heard?

HOPE
Yes.

MRS. THOMPSON
So?

HOPE
So do what Daddy says. Drop the 
charges.

MRS. THOMPSON
And if I don’t?

HOPE
It’s like Daddy said, he won’t let 
you destroy us, and neither will I. 
I have a life here too. I have 
friends. I’m not going to let you 
mess that up.

MRS. THOMPSON
And what if it had been you who 
this man raped? Would you feel the 
same way then?

HOPE
Yes.

MRS. THOMPSON
What?

HOPE
I would never let that man know I 
was carrying his child. I’d work 
with Daddy and put it up for 
adoption, and I’d never think of it 
again.

MRS. THOMPSON
Well, aren’t you your father’s 
daughter.
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HOPE
Don’t mock Daddy. I’d rather have a 
man like him, rather than the type 
of men I see at school. The ones 
who have all these feelings and cry 
at the drop of a hat. What kind of 
man is that?

MRS. THOMPSON
So what? You want an animal like 
the one who raped me?

HOPE
At least he’s a man behaving like a 
man.

MRS. THOMPSON
What!?

HOPE
Men have desires, Mother. Drives 
that are a part of them, and it’s 
up to women to help them control 
those desires, not try and neuter 
them.

MRS. THOMPSON
And you think I’ve neutered your 
father?

HOPE
Oh, no, you tried, but you’ll never 
be able to neuter him.

MRS. THOMPSON
Well, that’s one thing you’ve 
learned from my marriage to him.

HOPE
I’ve learned something else, 
something very important.

MRS. THOMPSON
And what’s that?

HOPE
How to survive. And you’re not 
going to survive this if he decides 
to destroy you. You know, Daddy. 
You know his friends. You know what 
they’re capable of. Being raped 
will be nothing compared to what 
they can do to you.
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MRS. THOMPSON
God, your love for me is 
overwhelming.

HOPE
Oh, stop it, Mother. Daddy is 
right. You didn’t care about any of 
this until it happened to you. Do 
the right thing so we can all go 
back to our normal lives.

MRS. THOMPSON
I don’t think I’ll be normal ever 
again.

HOPE
Quit blowing this out of 
proportion, Mother. As one of his 
friends said, you needed to just 
lie back and enjoy it. After all, 
it couldn’t have been that bad.

Mrs. Thompson slaps Hope, and unfazed, Hope stands there and 
stares at her for a moment then leaves the room.

MRS. THOMPSON
My, God. We’ve raised a monster.

INT. OFFICE OF DAVID SANDERS - DAY

Sander’s office is neat and tidy with everything in its 
place. There are a number of law books on the shelves, along 
with novels from various popular literary novelists.

David is seated behind his desk and seated in a chair 
opposite him is Matthew Perkins.

DAVID SANDERS
This is a bit irregular, Mr. 
Perkins.

MATTHEW PERKINS
I don’t think so. We haven’t 
discussed the case.

DAVID SANDERS
No, we haven’t, so far all we’ve 
talked about is Washington politics 
and your boss. Why don’t you tell 
me why you’re really here.
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MATTHEW PERKINS
In a way, I already have. We’ve 
been discussing Washington 
politics, which is actually what 
this case is all about. You have no 
real interest in your client. You 
only want to embarrass, my boss, as 
you put it.

DAVID SANDERS
No, I don’t want to embarrass your 
boss, he can do that all on his 
own. What I do hope this case will 
do is shed light on how we view 
rape and abortion in this country.

MATTHEW PERKINS
So it is political.

DAVID SANDERS
No, not at all. It’s a matter of 
bringing humanity and empathy back 
to America.

MATTHEW PERKINS
By defending a rapist. Good luck 
with that.

DAVID SANDERS
I don’t believe I’ll need luck. 
Since your party has no trouble 
with rapist.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Now hold on, we’ve been trying to 
strengthen the penalties for rape, 
not loosen them.

DAVID SANDERS
Yes, that’s what you say, but then 
you also say things like, women 
can’t get pregnant by rape because 
their body will protect them from 
it.

MATTHEW PERKINS
That was just an individual who was 
temporarily confused. Besides, what 
does abortion have to do with rape?

DAVID SANDERS
Everything, since your party has 
connected them. 

(MORE)
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A woman who is raped cannot have an 
abortion and her rapist now has 
visitation rights to the offspring 
of their crime, possibly forever 
tying them together, even though 
the pregnancy wasn’t by her consent 
and was an act of violence. Who 
cares how much prison time a man 
gets for rape if he ultimately has 
the ability to continue his assault 
on the woman he violated?

MATTHEW PERKINS
The rights of the child...

DAVID SANDERS
Outweigh the rights of the mother. 
I’m fully aware of what you and 
your party preach. And please don’t 
give me your God works in 
mysterious ways tripe either.

MATTHEW PERKINS
I don’t know why we’re discussing 
abortion when your client will be 
on trial for rape, provided Mrs. 
Thompson doesn’t change her mind.

DAVID SANDERS
Is there a chance that she will?

MATTHEW PERKINS
I imagine that depends entirely on 
her.

DAVID SANDERS
I’m sure. By the way, how is Mrs. 
Thompson? No problems in the 
morning, I hope.

MATTHEW PERKINS
(taken aback)

What? What does that mean?

DAVID SANDERS
Nothing. Just continuing our 
discussion on Washington politics. 
You know how gossip travels in this 
town.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Yes, well, I should be going. It’s 
been nice talking to you.

DAVID SANDERS (CONT’D)
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DAVID SANDERS
Give my best to your boss, won’t 
you?

MATTHEW PERKINS
Of course.

He leaves.

DAVID SANDERS
(to self)

I had a feeling. Now I know how to 
proceed. Thank you for dropping by 
Mr. Perkins. I believe your boss 
just over played his hand.

INT. SENATOR THOMPSON'S OFFICE - DAY

Thompson is at his desk, while Perkins is pacing, trying to 
explain his meeting with Sanders.

SENATOR THOMPSON
What do you mean, he knows. How 
could he know? I’m sure my wife 
hasn’t told anyone.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Well, according to Sanders, 
everyone in Washington knows.

SENATOR THOMPSON
But who could have...

MATTHEW PERKINS
What?

SENATOR THOMPSON
Hope.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Why would she tell anyone?

SENATOR THOMPSON
She’s very protective of me. Maybe 
she thought that outing Maggie’s 
secret would force her to pull back 
and not press charges. She’s very 
upset about this whole thing. 
Concerned that she’ll become a 
pariah and lose all her friends.
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MATTHEW PERKINS
Well, that could happen. It could 
happen to all of you if this blows 
too far out of proportion.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Frankly, Perkins, I have no idea 
what to do here. The only chance we 
have is if my wife drops the 
charges then there won’t be a 
trial, and no trial, no press 
coverage.

MATTHEW PERKINS
And no, Mr. Sanders.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Yes.

MATTHEW PERKINS
You need to impress upon your wife 
how destructive all this will be 
for all of you.

SENATOR THOMPSON
I have. She won’t budge. She’s 
hasn’t been the same since this 
whole rape thing, all moody and 
crap.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Maybe that’s your out.

SENATOR THOMPSON
I don’t follow.

MATTHEW PERKINS
To you, her actions are erratic, 
correct?

SENATOR THOMPSON
Yes.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Then, don’t you think it’s time for 
her to see a doctor?

SENATOR THOMPSON
Medically, she checks out, at least 
that’s what her GP says.
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MATTHEW PERKINS
I mean a different kind of doctor, 
a psychiatrist. If a psychiatrist 
met with her and found her...

SENATOR THOMPSON
Under extreme mental duress...

MATTHEW PERKINS
Then she would need to have in 
house treatment.

SENATOR THOMPSON
That could take years to treat.

MATTHEW PERKINS
That’s a story I can run with, 
senator.

SENATOR THOMPSON
And it’s one that will get me out 
of hot water with the party.

Senator Thompson rummages through his desk and pulls out a 
business card and hands it to Perkins.

MATTHEW PERKINS
(reads card)

Dr. Edward Martin.

SENATOR THOMPSON
He owes me a favor. Get in touch 
with him and have him meet me at my 
home and have him bring along a few 
of his staff members. You can fill 
him in on the details. Make it 
sound desperate, like she really 
needs in house treatment before she 
does something rash.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Yes, senator.

He leaves.

SENATOR THOMPSON
(to self)

I’m sorry, Maggie, but this is for 
your own good.
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INT. ARRON SMITH’S HOME - DAY

Aaron and Sanders are seated opposite each other, a cup of 
coffee within reach of each of them.

AARON SMITH
Are you sure?

DAVID SANDERS
I wasn’t until I had that little 
meeting with Perkins.

AARON SMITH
That was not in my plan.

DAVID SANDERS
Just what was in your plan?

AARON SMITH
I wanted to get back at Thompson 
and his ilk for what happened to my 
daughter.

DAVID SANDERS
Your idea of an eye for an eye.

AARON SMITH
In a way, yes, but this...

DAVID SANDERS
Is a blessing in disguise. Don’t 
you see? This is the same situation 
your daughter was in, except she 
had no one to turn to and didn’t 
have nearly the resources Mrs. 
Thompson has. We can put their 
hypocrisy on trial for the whole 
world to see.

AARON SMITH
But what about Mrs. Thompson. I 
mean now that she may be pregnant 
with my child then...

DAVID SANDERS
She’ll be the poster child for our 
answer to their party’s war on 
women.

AARON SMITH
I don’t know.

DAVID SANDERS
What’s to know?
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AARON SMITH
I did this because I wanted her to 
suffer like Mary did. I wanted her 
to feel the disgust she felt at 
being violated, and wanted her 
husband to know what it was like to 
not be able to protect the one you 
love.

DAVID SANDERS
There was only one problem with 
that plan of yours, he doesn’t love 
his wife.

AARON SMITH
How do you know?

DAVID SANDERS
Everyone in Washington politics 
knows that most of the marriages 
are a matter of convenience and 
prestige. You can’t really be a 
power player in Washington if 
you’re single. You must have a wife 
and child to stand beside you when 
you announce you’re running for 
office. It’s a given in politics.

AARON SMITH
I didn’t know that.

DAVID SANDERS
Well, I can assure Thompson does, 
and right now he’s trying to figure 
out just how much you know, and how 
we’ll use it in court.

AARON SMITH
And Mrs. Thompson?

DAVID SANDERS
She’s going to be forced into 
deciding what to name your child. 
How’s it feel to be a new daddy, 
and now physically connected to one 
of the political elite?

AARON SMITH
I’ll tell you after I’ve had a 
drink. You a bourbon man?

DAVID SANDERS
I could do with one. Thanks.
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AARON SMITH
So is this your way of making 
America feel empathy again?

DAVID SANDERS
You know, some people deserve 
empathy, while some deserve 
punishment. Guess which umbrella 
the Thompson’s fall under.

AARON SMITH
I’ll get our drinks now.

Aaron heads into the kitchen.

INT. SENATOR THOMPSON'S OFFICE - DAY

Senator Thompson is seated at his desk with Matthew Perkins 
and Senator Mills opposite him. 

SENATOR MILLS
I’m glad that the two of you have 
managed to get control of this 
matter. However, I still think it 
might be best if you stepped aside 
so you could devote your energy to 
helping your wife and daughter.

SENATOR THOMPSON
I believe my wife is in good hands, 
and I don’t see the need to be 
overly concerned about my daughter, 
I think--

SENATOR MILLS
I think you better think again. 
Your daughter is the main reason 
I’m here.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Why? What’s happened?

SENATOR MILLS
She’s been speaking to a number of 
our wives.

SENATOR THOMPSON
What do you mean, our wives?
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SENATOR MILLS
Well, it seems she feels it 
necessary to tell all of the wives 
of those on the Hill to stop 
thinking of themselves and devote 
their lives to serving their 
husbands’ needs. I really have no 
problem with that attitude, but 
there are a few wives who are 
irritated that your daughter is 
trying to dictate morality to them.

SENATOR THOMPSON
I had no idea this was happening.

(to Perkins)
Did you know about this, Matthew?

MATTHEW PERKINS
No, sir.

SENATOR MILLS
Seems a lot is going on in your 
life that needs attending to.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Then please let me tend to my 
family’s needs on my own.

SENATOR MILLS
I suggest you start with that 
daughter of yours. She, like your 
wife, seems to have a few screws 
that need tightening.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Senator Thompson was just 
explaining to me how he’d like me 
to talk to his daughter since our 
ages aren’t too far apart.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Yes, Matthew here is much more 
versed in my daughter’s generation.

SENATOR MILLS
I’m glad someone is. I admit, I 
don’t understand any of them with 
their damn cell phones and tablets. 
I don’t think any of them actually 
talk face to face or spend time in 
the outdoors anymore.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Thank you for coming, Albert.
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SENATOR MILLS
Yes, well, I hope all of this is 
behind us soon.

SENATOR THOMPSON
It will be.

Senator Mills leaves.

SENATOR THOMPSON (CONT’D)
So you knew nothing of this?

MATTHEW PERKINS
No, of course not.

SENATOR THOMPSON
I can’t deal with this now. I need 
to get to the hospital to check on 
Maggie.

MATTHEW PERKINS
I understand. I’ll phone Hope and 
meet her to discuss what she’s been 
up to.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Well, whatever it is, see to it she 
stops immediately. I don’t know 
what’s got into her.

He starts to leave.

SENATOR THOMPSON (CONT’D)
Oh, I almost forgot, what’s 
happening with this Aaron Smith? 
Any news there?

MATTHEW PERKINS
Not a word so far. What do you 
think he will do?

SENATOR THOMPSON
Who knows? If he’s aware of her 
pregnancy then I have no idea what 
he’ll do next. You don’t think that 
was his plan all along, do you? Get 
her pregnant, then insert himself 
into our lives?
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MATTHEW PERKINS
I can’t think as to his motivation, 
sir, but I think he just wanted 
revenge and this event was 
something he hadn’t counted on 
happening.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Well, it certainly wasn’t anything 
any of us wanted.

MATTHEW PERKINS
You know, on that subject, sir. It 
is possible that with your wife in 
the hospital, she could have a 
problem with the pregnancy.

SENATOR THOMPSON
That thought entered my mind as 
well, but I can’t do that. Let me 
know what you find out with Hope, 
and don’t bring this pregnancy 
thing up again. I’ll handle things 
with my wife and her condition from 
now on.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Yes, sir.

Senator Thompson leaves.

INT. PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL - THERAPY ROOM - DAY

Typical of psychiatric office scenes, Mrs. Thompson is lying 
on a couch, while DR. MARTIN (50s), distinguished looking, is 
seated nearby.

DR. MARTIN
I wish you would open up to me, 
Mrs. Thompson.

MRS. THOMPSON
What would you like me to say? That 
I’m angry? That I’m depressed?

DR. MARTIN
Well, it wouldn’t be unheard of 
under the circumstances.

MRS. THOMPSON
Which circumstances? My being raped 
or my being kidnapped?
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DR. MARTIN
You haven’t been kidnapped.

MRS. THOMPSON
Then I can leave?

DR. MARTIN
Not just yet.

MRS. THOMPSON
Then kidnapped it is.

DR. MARTIN
I wish you’d understand...

MRS. THOMPSON
What’s to understand? A man raped 
me and when I tried to have him 
arrested all hell broke loose. I’d 
like to speak to a woman.

DR. MARTIN
What?

MRS. THOMPSON
I’d like to meet with a female 
therapist.

DR. MARTIN
We can arrange that, but I assure 
you I’m quite capable of...

MRS. THOMPSON
Please leave.

DR. MARTIN
Mrs. Thompson--

MRS. THOMPSON
Maggie! My name is Maggie! Get out!

DR. MARTIN
I’ll send someone to escort you to 
your room.

He leaves and locks the door behind him.

MRS. THOMPSON
I don’t believe this. I’ve entered 
The Twilight Zone and it’s now the 
1800s.
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INT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY

Hope and Matthew are sitting at a secluded table having 
coffee.

HOPE
I don’t understand what has them 
upset. The party wants women to be 
in the home and not at a job. 
That’s all I was trying to tell the 
wives. That’s where I think my mom 
failed. She wasn’t home enough.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Neither were you, Hope. You were 
often on the campaign trail with 
your father.

HOPE
Yeah, Daddy often took me with him, 
but that was because mom was always 
working.

MATTHEW PERKINS
I’m not sure you’re being fair 
about this, Hope. Yes, she was 
working, but we haven’t really gone 
back to women being barefoot and 
pregnant and in the home yet.

HOPE
Maybe we should be. What’s so wrong 
with a woman staying at home and 
taking care of their children? If 
there’s anything we learned from 
the pandemic it was that a child 
needs to be at home with a parent 
to raise them.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Hope, I appreciate how you feel 
about your mother and how you feel 
about parenting, but to pull aside 
various senator’s wives and tell 
them how they should be behaving is 
a bit out of line.

HOPE
I don’t see why. Their husbands 
keep saying these things in public, 
so why shouldn’t they be receptive 
to it in private?
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MATTHEW PERKINS
Hope, for politicians, there are 
two worlds. The public one and the 
private one. We try to stay out of 
the private lives of our own.

HOPE
But you have no problem getting 
into the private lives of your 
constituents.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Some of this is just politics, 
Hope. Surely you know that.

HOPE
No, I don’t know that at all.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Hope, I need you to answer a 
question for me. Did you out your 
mother?

HOPE
What do you mean?

MATTHEW PERKINS
Did you tell people she was raped?

HOPE
No, I told them she was pregnant.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Why would you do that?

HOPE
So she couldn’t get an abortion.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Oh, Hope.

HOPE
We can’t have children if we abort 
them all. We women should be 
following God’s message and be in 
the home taking care of our 
husbands and children. 

MATTHEW PERKINS
Did you get these ideas from your 
father?
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HOPE
Yes, from him and from church. They 
preach that in our church. You go 
there too. You’ve heard it as well.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Yes, I have, but I think all of 
this needs to be tempered with a 
little common sense. Right now 
approximately half of our workforce 
in America is female. If all of the 
women just quit and moved back home 
tomorrow our economy would crash 
overnight.

HOPE
Not if it was just those with kids, 
then our homes would be much richer 
because the children would have a 
mother at home to care for them.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Okay, maybe we need to save this 
conversation for another time. The 
main thing I need for you to 
promise me, promise your father, is 
to not contact the other senators’ 
wives anymore without speaking to 
him first. Can you do that?

HOPE
If that’s what he wants, then yes.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Good, that will do for a start. 
Now, why don’t you tell me about 
how things are going at school.

INT. PRIVATE PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL ROOM - DAY

In the room are Mrs. Thompson and an aide, LISA MORRIS, 
(20s).

Lisa is straightening up the room and making the bed.

MRS. THOMPSON
This is a pretty room.

LISA
Well, they try to make it nice 
here.
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MRS. THOMPSON
Just like home.

LISA
Let’s hope not.

Mrs. Thompson notices Lisa’s hand is shaking a little.

MRS. THOMPSON
Are you okay?

LISA
I’m just a little nervous. I’m new 
here.

MRS. THOMPSON
Oh, yes, that can be stressful. Do 
you have a pen and paper?

LISA
Sure.

She hands her a pen and paper, and Mrs. Thompson starts 
writing.

MRS. THOMPSON
Would you mind calling a number for 
me and letting this person know I’m 
here? I forgot to tell her where I 
am, and I don’t want her to worry. 
They don’t like us to have cell 
phones, you know.

LISA
Well, I’m not sure I...

MRS. THOMPSON
Do you know who I am?

LISA
Well, no, but I know your husband. 
I see him on the news. He fights 
for the unborn.

MRS. THOMPSON
Yes. Yes, he does. If you wouldn’t 
mind delivering this message, I’ll 
put a good word in with my doctor 
to let him know how helpful you’ve 
been.

LISA
Who’s your doctor?
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MRS. THOMPSON
Dr. Martin.

LISA
Oh, the hospital is named after 
him.

MRS. THOMPSON
I know. He’s a good friend of my 
husband.

(holding out note)
Please?

Lisa takes the note and slips it in her pocket.

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
Thank you. Just tell the person at 
that number that I’m here.

LISA
Sure. Is there anything else I can 
do for you?

MRS. THOMPSON
I’d love a glass of ice water.

LISA
Sure thing.

She leaves.

MRS. THOMPSON
(to self)

You want a war, Karl, you’ve got 
one.

After a moment there is a knock on the door.

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
Yes?

The door opens and a young woman in her 20s enters. This is 
DR. CARVER, She is well dressed with an appearance of 
sophistication. She smiles.

DR. CARVER
Hello, Mrs. Thompson, I’m Dr. 
Carver. Dr. Martin expressed your 
desire to speak to a female 
therapist.

MRS. THOMPSON
He did, did he?
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DR. CARVER
May I sit for a moment?

MRS. THOMPSON
It’s your hospital.

She sits and stares for a moment at Mrs. Thompson.

DR. CARVER
Would you like to share how you’re 
feeling?

She signals for Mrs. Thompson to sit down. She does.

MRS. THOMPSON
Yes, I’m feeling rather trapped. 
You do realize that I’m here 
against my will.

DR. CARVER
Well, it’s my understanding that 
there is concern for your well 
being.

MRS. THOMPSON
Well, this will be the first time 
that’s ever been expressed.

DR. CARVER
I’ve been informed of what 
happened.

MRS. THOMPSON
All of what happened or some of 
what happened?

DR. CARVER
All.

MRS. THOMPSON
Then you know why I shouldn’t be 
here.

DR. CARVER
Actually, I would think you would 
like to get away from home for a 
while so you can process what 
happened.

MRS. THOMPSON
What happened is that I was raped 
and instead of concern for me, or 
concern about letting a rapist 
free, I’m now here, a prisoner.
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DR. CARVER
It’s my understanding you’re 
considering terminating your 
pregnancy.

MRS. THOMPSON
Wouldn’t you under these 
circumstances?

DR. CARVER
Initially, yes, I would.

MRS. THOMPSON
What do you mean, initially?

DR. CARVER
I would want to consider how such 
an act would affect me 
psychologically. Many women who 
have had an abortion have regretted 
doing so and many have ended up 
committing suicide.

MRS. THOMPSON
Many women are unstable.

DR. CARVER
And you aren’t?

MRS. THOMPSON
What have you been told?

DR. CARVER
Only the basics. Would you like to 
share more?

MRS. THOMPSON
I would like for all of this to be 
over?

DR. CARVER
Are you considering self harm?

MRS. THOMPSON
No, I didn’t mean it that way. I 
thought you were here to help me.

DR. CARVER
I am.

MRS. THOMPSON
Then why do I feel crazier now than 
when you entered?
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DR. CARVER
I’m sure I’m not the one doing 
that. You may be projecting some of 
your misgivings onto me. Would it 
help if we gave you some 
medication?

MRS. THOMPSON
What? No! I don’t want any drugs. I 
just want someone to care about me, 
about what happened to me.

DR. CARVER
I’m sure with time we’ll be able to 
sort that out.

MRS. THOMPSON
With time. What do you mean by 
that?

DR. CARVER
You won’t be able to get a handle 
on this overnight, it will take 
time for you to process all that 
has happened.

MRS. THOMPSON
I want you to go.

DR. CARVER
What?

MRS. THOMPSON
I want you to leave now. I don’t 
trust you.

DR. CARVER
That seems to be one of the issues 
we’ll need to address while you’re 
here. Your trust in us and your 
family.

MRS. THOMPSON
I’ve said enough. Please leave.

DR. CARVER
Very well, we can talk tomorrow. In 
the meantime, I’ll have them fill a 
prescription for you to help you 
calm down.

MRS. THOMPSON
No, don’t!
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Dr. Carver leaves and Mrs. Thompson hears the door lock 
behind her.

She tries the door and it is indeed locked.

Mrs. Thompson beings to cry.

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
I may never get out of here. 
They’re planning to keep me here 
until I give birth. That’s it. God, 
I hope Fran gets my message.

INT. ARRON SMITH'S HOME - DAY

Aaron, who is intoxicated, is seated on the couch in the 
living room. On the coffee table is a bottle of bourbon and a 
glass of bourbon on the rocks. He’s glancing through a family 
album when he stops to look at the picture of Mary, who is 
all smiles and sitting on a large boulder with the ocean 
behind her. 

AARON SMITH
(to self)

You were so happy there. We were 
both so happy. Why did those people 
have to go after you? Why couldn’t 
they have just minded their own 
business and left us alone?

He closes the album and takes a drink.

AARON SMITH (CONT’D)
I’m going to let the world know 
just how ugly they are and how much 
they hurt you. If Mrs. Thompson is 
pregnant with my kid then I’m going 
to be a thorn in their side for the 
rest of their lives.

(smiles)
Maybe I can form a movement. The 
make them suffer movement. That’s 
it, I’ll starts a group online. We 
can go around impregnating all the 
conservative politicians wives and 
force their rich entitled husbands 
to come down from their pedestals 
and live with the peasants.

(pause)
Imagine them having all these 
rapists as part of the family. 

(MORE)
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Of course, if the movement really 
took off, all sorts of men would be 
doing it. Rapists, murderers, con 
men, people looking to get rich 
fast, blackmailers, yeah, all sorts 
of men. And I will have started it 
all.

(laughs)
God, I’m really drunk. I need to 
lie down.

He stands unsteadily then falls unconscious onto the floor.

INT. PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL ROOM - NIGHT

Maggie is lying in bed, reading, when her husband enters the 
room. She glances up at him then continues reading.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Hello, Maggie.

He goes up to her to kiss her when she gives him a look that 
could kill and he backs down and sits in the chair next to a 
desk.

MRS. THOMPSON
So, has Fran been in touch with 
you?

SENATOR THOMPSON
Yes. I don’t know how you managed 
to contact your lawyer from here.

MRS. THOMPSON
Where there’s a will, there’s a 
way.

She sets the book down and stares at him.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Look, I know you’re upset with me, 
but we needed time to discuss 
things, work this all out. 
Everything was moving too fast for 
me, I--

MRS. THOMPSON
Everything was moving too fast for 
you? Is that what you just said? 
Too fast for you? You had me placed 
in here against my own will. Do you 
know what that feels like? 

AARON SMITH (CONT’D)

(MORE)
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To have no power at all? To be 
imprisoned? To be drugged?

SENATOR THOMPSON
Maggie--

MRS. THOMPSON
Stop. Just don’t talk. I want you 
to listen. Just listen to me for 
once.

(pause)
I don’t love you. I never have. We 
married because we made for a 
decent power couple, and I helped 
you get to where you are.

SENATOR THOMPSON
Maggie--

MRS. THOMPSON
Shut up, Karl! It’s my turn to 
speak. When I get out of here I’m 
going to divorce you.

He starts to speak.

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
I’m not done. And before you say 
something stupid, like what about 
our daughter, Hope, well, she 
appears to be a lost cause.

Once again he starts to speak and she puts up her hand to 
shut him up. She’s on a roll and not about to stop now.

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
Thanks to your putting me in here, 
all because everything was moving 
too fast for you, I’ve made a 
decision. I’ve decided to have an 
abortion. I know you hate that 
word, but you’re not the one who is 
pregnant and you never will be 
pregnant, so don’t go lecturing me 
about right and wrong.

He starts to interject and she stops him.

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
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MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
And if you even think of trying to 
make me out to be a whore, or 
accuse me of having an affair, or 
any of those other ideas you’ve 
tossed around in that mean spirited 
little mind of yours, I will start 
telling everyone who will listen 
about all the little deals, you and 
your political buddies have made. 
Do I make myself clear? Just nod, 
don’t speak.

He nods.

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
Good. I should be released 
tomorrow. Have the help pack my 
things, so I can quickly gather 
them and move out. I’ll be staying 
at our beach house in Florida. 
Understood?

He starts to speak.

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
Just nod.

He nods.

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
Now get out.

Starts to leaves.

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
Oh, and I’ve decided not to press 
charges against my rapist. It would 
just become a show trial and I’d be 
painted a whore. If you were 
willing to do it, then there’s 
little doubt his attorney or your 
followers would do the same.

Senator Thompson starts to speak.

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
 Get out.

He leaves.

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
That felt good. One down, one to 
go. 

(MORE)
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I’ll find my own way of getting 
revenge on that man. The 1800s have 
past and it’s going to stay that 
way.

She goes back to reading.

There is a knock on the door.

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
Yes?

The door opens and Senator Thompson steps in.

SENATOR THOMPSON
I know you like having the last 
word, Maggie, but I did want to say 
just one thing.

MRS. THOMPSON
What is it?

SENATOR THOMPSON
The Runaway Mothers Act.

MRS. THOMPSON
What?

SENATOR THOMPSON
It’s a euphemism for a part of the 
new Bill we’ll soon be voting on. 
It states that, “If a mother flees 
the state to have an abortion, the 
said state can pursue the woman and 
force them to return to the state 
they’ve fled, and if anyone assist 
them in running away or in getting 
an abortion they are subject to 
fines and imprisonment”. I just 
thought I’d let you know that. Have 
a nice day.

He leaves and she throws the book she was reading against the 
closed door.

INT. SENATOR ALBERT MILL'S OFFICE - NIGHT

Senator Mills and Matthew Perkins are sitting opposite each 
other, having a drink.

SENATOR MILLS
So, Karl managed to talk some sense 
into his wife.

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
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MATTHEW PERKINS
Yes, she’s decided to not press 
charges.

SENATOR MILLS
Then our problem is solved. I still 
think your boss shouldn’t run. 
There are too many possibilities 
for all of this to blow up in our 
faces.

MATTHEW PERKINS
I’m just not sure what his wife has 
in mind.

SENATOR MILLS
What do you mean? She plans on 
divorcing him and move on. Isn’t 
that correct?

MATTHEW PERKINS
That’s what she says.

SENATOR MILLS
But...

MATTHEW PERKINS
It’s not her style to run away from 
a fight. I’ve seen her in action 
and she doesn’t tend to quit that 
easily.

SENATOR MILLS
Well, keep an eye on things and 
report back anything unusual.

MATTHEW PERKINS
I do think she’s quite angry, and I 
don’t believe we’ve heard the last 
of her.

SENATOR MILLS
Well, I’ve always learned the best 
offense is a good defense.

MATTHEW PERKINS
What do you plan to do?

SENATOR MILLS
I’m going to bring the whole thing 
into the open. I’m going to make a 
few calls and settle this whole 
thing.
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MATTHEW PERKINS
What do you want me to do?

SENATOR MILLS
Like I said, just keep me informed. 

MATTHEW PERKINS
Yes, senator.

He turns to leave.

SENATOR MILLS
You did well, Perkins. I won’t 
forget what you’ve done for our 
party and for the unborn. Whether 
she likes it or not, Mrs. Thompson 
is about to be the poster child for 
our cause.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Yes, senator, and thank you.

He leaves.

Senator Mills picks up the phone and dials.

SENATOR MILLS
Yes, Sally, would you please 
contact David Sanders for me and 
let me know when you have him on 
the line? Thanks.

He hangs up.

INT. DAVID SANDERS’ OFFICE - DAY

Sanders and Aaron, well dressed in a new suit, are seated 
opposite each other with drinks on the coffee table.

AARON SMITH
I don’t understand. Do you mean you 
no longer want to represent me?

DAVID SANDERS
It’s not a matter of not wanting to 
represent you, but there isn’t 
anything for me to represent since 
Mrs. Thompson is no longer pressing 
charges.

AARON SMITH
But what about the baby?
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DAVID SANDERS
At present, we don’t know for 
certain she is pregnant. There’s 
only the rumor going around.

AARON SMITH
So, that’s it?

DAVID SANDERS
It is for now. I’d think you’d be 
happy not to worry about being sent 
to prison.

AARON SMITH
You know why I did this. It was to 
make them go public, to humiliate 
them.

DAVID SANDERS
Well, I’m afraid there isn’t 
anything I can do until we know for 
sure she’s pregnant, and even 
then...

AARON SMITH
Even then what?

DAVID SANDERS
I didn’t want to mention this, but 
it’s always possible that they 
would just say the child is theirs.

AARON SMITH
Where would you get that idea?

DAVID SANDERS
I received a call from an old 
adversary, a Senator Mills.

AARON SMITH
Yes.

DAVID SANDERS
He congratulated me on getting you 
off.

AARON SMITH
But you didn’t...

DAVID SANDERS
He also told me the good news about 
Senator Thompson and his wife. 

(MORE)
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They are expecting, and since 
they’re the age they are, the party 
plans to make a big deal of them 
having a child in spite of the fact 
that their advanced age could pose 
a problem with the child or the 
pregnancy.

AARON SMITH
But why would Mrs. Thompson go 
along with all of this?

DAVID SANDERS
Well, for one, it pretty well 
forces you out of the picture, and 
secondly, it takes away any rumors 
of the rape.

AARON SMITH
But that child is mine. I have 
rights.

DAVID SANDERS
Not if no one knows about it.

AARON SMITH
Then all of this was for nothing.

DAVID SANDERS
Look, I understand your anger, and 
to an extent, why you did what you 
did. But let’s face it, it was 
wrong, and you’re lucky not to be 
doing years in prison for rape. And 
from what I know of prison, rapists 
are treated almost as bad as child 
molesters.

Aaron swigs down his drink.

AARON SMITH
This isn’t over.

DAVID SANDERS
I didn’t hear that.

Aaron stands to leave.

DAVID SANDERS (CONT’D)
Get drunk tonight and then forget 
about this whole thing. It was a 
misconceived idea that’s now over. 
You can let yourself out.

DAVID SANDERS (CONT’D)
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Aaron leaves.

INT. PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL - DAY

DR. Martin is in Mr. Thompson’s room having a goodbye 
conversation.

DR. MARTIN
I hope you’ll understand the 
position I was in Mrs. Thompson. 
Your husband can be very persuasive 
when he wishes to be.

MRS. THOMPSON
And threatening too. I hold no 
malice against you, Doctor Martin. 
Believe it or not, my time here has 
helped me clear my head. But now 
I’m ready to leave, so...

There is a knock on the door.

DR. MARTIN
Yes?

A NURSE (20s) with a very worried expression opens the door 
and sticks her head in. 

NURSE
Dr. Martin, I believe you and Mrs. 
Thompson should take a look out the 
window.

Dr. Martin opens the blinds and outside the window are a 
number of press vans, unloading video equipment, with 
REPORTERS speaking to cameras and taking notes. Along with 
the reporters, there are several pro-life MAGA SUPPORTERS 
holding up signs that read, “We’re with you, Maggie”, “You’re 
never too old, Maggie”, and so forth.

MRS. THOMPSON
What the hell?

Dr. Martin’s cell phone rings.

DR. MARTIN
Yes? Oh, I see. Okay, here she is. 
It’s your husband.

He hands the phone over to Mrs. Thompson.
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MRS. THOMPSON
What do you want, Karl? Yes, I see 
them. What is this about? What? 
Well, congratulations, Karl, once 
again you’ve managed to screw up my 
life.

She hands the phone back to Dr. Martin.

DR. MARTIN
Yes, Senator Thompson, I’ll do the 
best I can.

He closes the cell phone.

DR. MARTIN (CONT’D)
We have a rarely used exit out the 
back. I believe we can get you out 
of here without the press seeing.

MRS. THOMPSON
I hope so. I’m not ready for this.

DR. MARTIN
I don’t know why they’re here.

MRS. THOMPSON
Haven’t you heard? I’m having a 
baby, and they’re out there to 
congratulate me. I never thought 
he’d stoop this low.

DR. MARTIN
I don’t think your husband did 
this.

MRS. THOMPSON
What do you mean?

DR. MARTIN
To me, he sounded just as surprised 
as we are.

MRS. THOMPSON
Let’s just get me out of here. I 
can’t handle the press and a MAGA 
horde right now.

INT. ARRON SMITH'S HOME - DAY

Aaron Smith is watching the television and sees the reporters 
covering the psychiatric hospital where Maggie has been 
staying.
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On the TV screen is a middle aged WOMAN holding a “We have 
your back, Maggie” sign. She is speaking to a reporter.

REPORTER
So, why are you here?

PRO-LIFE SUPPORTER
Can’t you read? I’m here to support 
Senator Thompson’s wife. That woman 
is fifty-two and going to give 
birth. It’s a miracle worth 
celebrating.

REPORTER
You do know that a late term birth 
can bring about problems with the 
fetus, don’t you?

PRO-LIFE SUPPORTER
You’re one of those liberal 
leftists, aren’t you? There is no 
problem that can’t be solved with 
love. She will love that child no 
matter what goes wrong with it.

(to camera)
We love you, Maggie!

The reporter turns away from her to speak directly to the 
camera.

REPORTER
As you can see, there is plenty of 
support for Mrs. Thompson and her 
husband, Senator Thompson. This 
miraculous event has struck a nerve 
with the pro-life community and 
they are rallying around her.

The SUPPORTERS start shouting.

PRO-LIFE SUPPORTERS
Maggie! Maggie! Maggie!

Angry, Aaron kicks over the TV.

AARON SMITH
Go to hell you crazy assholes! 
That’s not their child, it’s mine. 
There has to be a way to make them 
listen to me.

He thinks for a moment, then goes into a bedroom and returns 
with a handful of cash.
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AARON SMITH (CONT’D)
It’s my kid, and I can take it away 
if I choose to, and there’s nothing 
Thompson or his crazy followers can 
do to stop that.

He rushes out the door.

INT. SENATOR ALBERT MILL'S OFFICE - DAY

Senator Mills is at his desk and opposite him is Senator 
Thompson.

SENATOR THOMPSON
What is it you want now, Albert. 
Why have you called me here? I 
don’t work for you, you know.

SENATOR MILLS
I know, Karl, if you did you’d have 
been fired by now. I’ve decided 
I’ve had enough of the drama you 
and your wife seem to enjoy. I sent 
those reporters to the hospital. 
From here on out we will be using 
you and your wife to get out the 
pro-life vote. Her miracle 
pregnancy will be front and center 
on how we feel about the unborn.

SENATOR THOMPSON
I don’t believe Maggie is going to 
be supportive of this.

SENATOR MILLS
Those reporters got to that 
hospital with just one phone call, 
and I can do the same regarding any 
private dealings you’ve had with 
our many lobbyists. Do you catch my 
drift?

Senator Thompson avoids eye contact with Senator Mills and 
just looks down at his shoes.

SENATOR MILLS (CONT’D)
Good. Now that we have this worked 
out, I plan to have your campaign 
focusing on the happy Thompson 
family and their new bundle of joy.
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SENATOR THOMPSON
What about the real father, Aaron 
Smith?

SENATOR MILLS
What about him? Your wife dropped 
the charges, and I’ve let the world 
know that it’s your child she’s 
having. We shouldn’t have any 
problems with Mr. Smith coming to 
Washington.

Matthew Perkins sticks his head in and Senator Thompson sees 
him.

MATTHEW PERKINS
Oh, Senator Thompson, I didn’t 
know...

Senator Thompson gives a look to Albert then back to Matthew.

SENATOR THOMPSON
(to Matthew)

You’re fired. I’ll have your things 
tossed out on the street, you can 
collect them there.

He walks out, almost knocking Perkins down.  Perkins looks at 
Senator Mills.

MATTHEW PERKINS
You said to come right over, and 
your receptionist said to come 
in...

SENATOR MILLS
Did she? There must have been a mix 
up somewhere. I hope this little 
mix-up hasn’t caused you any 
trouble.

Matthew just gives him a look and quickly leaves.

SENATOR MILLS (CONT’D)
Oh, how I love this game.

EXT. FLORIDA HOME OF SENATOR AND MRS. THOMPSON - DAY

Outside the gate of Senator Thompson’s Florida mansion is a 
group of pro-life and pro-choice PROTESTORS.

They are separated by uniformed POLICEMEN.
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In the background stands Aaron Smith still dressed in his 
suit.

When a breakout of violence happens between each side of the 
protest, Aaron uses that moment to climb a fence and onto the 
grounds of the mansion.

INT. FLORIDA HOME OF SENATOR AND MRS. THOMPSON - DUSK

Mrs. Thompson is in the living room, looking out the balcony 
window, a glass of wine in her hand. With her is an old 
friend, GINA HANSON, also in her 50s.

A TV is on, which interrupts the serenity of their location.

On the TV screen is a shot of the very mansion they are in, 
along with protestors from both sides of the abortion issue.

GINA
How did they know where to find 
you?

MRS. THOMPSON
That’s complimentary of Senator 
Mills, I’m sure.

GINA
Devious bastard, isn’t he?

MRS. THOMPSON
You have no idea. Please turn that 
off.

Gina heads to the TV, while Maggie Thompson takes that 
opportunity to open a drawer on an end table, revealing a 
pistol. She glances at it then closes the drawer.

Gina turns off the TV and takes a drink from a glass of wine 
and stands and looks out at the view of the beach.

GINA
(sighing)

Now this is living. No wonder you 
decided to move yourself here. It’s 
much better than Washington.

MRS. THOMPSON
Anything is better than Washington. 
That place is only good for old 
white men who want to play king of 
the hill.
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GINA
So, what do you plan to do?

MRS. THOMPSON
Are we talking immediate or long 
term?

GINA
Let’s go with immediate.

MRS. THOMPSON
I’m thinking of getting drunk.

GINA
You can’t do that?

MRS. THOMPSON
Why not?

GINA
You know why, you’re, you know...

MRS. THOMPSON
Pregnant? Carrying? Preggers. Bun 
in the oven. Knocked up. With 
child. Expecting?

GINA
Yes, all of the above.

MRS. THOMPSON
If I’m getting rid of it, what 
difference does it make?

GINA
But you told me about this Runaway 
Mothers Act thing.

MRS. THOMPSON
Yes, I’m stuck between the rock and 
the hard place on that one. If I go 
for an abortion, I’ll be dragged 
back in chains and imprisoned until 
I birth the kid, or worse yet, I 
get the abortion and then go to 
prison for murder. There isn’t much 
of an upside to this.

GINA
Well, at least you’re free of your 
rapist.

MRS. THOMPSON
What do you mean?
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GINA
Well, since everyone thinks the 
child is yours and your husband’s, 
you won’t have to worry about him 
intruding on your lives. Did you 
ever find out why he raped you?

MRS. THOMPSON
Yes, something about his daughter. 
From my understanding his daughter 
was raped and she tried to get an 
abortion and good old hubby’s MAGA 
crowd got wind of it and drove her 
to suicide.

GINA
On my God, no wonder he attacked 
you.

MRS. THOMPSON
What’s that supposed to mean? Are 
you saying I asked for this?

GINA
No, I...

MRS. THOMPSON
Next you’ll be saying I dressed too 
provocatively and was hoping to get 
raped, like they do in those 
disgusting romance novels where the 
woman says no but really means yes.

GINA
I’m sorry, Maggie. I meant no such 
thing. It’s just that I can 
understand his being upset.

MRS. THOMPSON
So upset that he has the right to 
rape me, you mean?

GINA
No! I didn’t...

She puts her glass down and picks up her purse.

GINA (CONT’D)
I think I should be going.

MRS. THOMPSON
I agree. You know where the door 
is.
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Gina leaves and Mrs. Thompson takes a drink of her wine.

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
Thank, God, I didn’t take this to 
trial. With someone like her on a 
jury I’d end up going to prison for 
being raped. What the hell has 
happened with our world? Why is it 
that the good guys are the bad guys 
and the bad guys are the good guys? 
When the hell did things get so 
reversed?

AARON SMITH (O.S.)
Hell of a world, isn’t it?

Mrs. Thompson turns to see Aaron staring at her, a pistol in 
his waistband.

MRS. THOMPSON
You!

AARON SMITH
Daddy’s home.

MRS. THOMPSON
How did you get in here?

AARON SMITH
Wasn’t that difficult. Your 
security is busy watching for 
protestors, not a little guy like 
me in a suit. Sometimes, I think 
I’m so unimportant that I’m 
actually invisible.

MRS. THOMPSON
You followed me all the way from 
Washington? How did you locate me?

Aaron points at the TV.

AARON SMITH
I find the media very helpful, 
don’t you? 

Mrs. Thompson works her way to the end table.

MRS. THOMPSON
What do you want?
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AARON SMITH
The same thing you want. Revenge. 
You’d like to see me dead, wouldn’t 
you?

MRS. THOMPSON
Yes.

AARON SMITH
And I’d like to get even with your 
husband and his gang of dictators.

MRS. THOMPSON
So how will killing me help with 
that? You’d only hurt my husband 
and daughter, provided they give a 
damn about me.

AARON SMITH
We can both get what we want 
without my harming a hair on your 
head.

MRS. THOMPSON
How?

AARON SMITH
Press charges against me for rape. 
They’ll toss me in jail and you’ll 
have your revenge on me, and I’ll 
bring so much notoriety to the far 
right during that trial, they won’t 
know what hit them.

MRS. THOMPSON
Other than sending you to jail, I 
don’t see the upside of this one. 
If I do as you request then you’ll 
have all the rights of a father to 
this child, and to put it frankly, 
I rather die than see that happen.

AARON SMITH
I had a feeling you’d say that.

They both react to sirens being heard in the background. He 
turns to the sound and she opens the end table and removes 
the gun and points it at him.

He turns and sees her with the pistol.

AARON SMITH (CONT’D)
I should have known you’d have one 
of those.
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MRS. THOMPSON
I’m a republican, what would you 
expect?

The sirens come again, only louder.

MRS. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
Looks like you’re not invisible 
after all. They’re coming. I don’t 
believe there’s much of a future 
for you now.

AARON SMITH
I know. My future disappeared when 
my daughter died, Mrs. Thompson. 

MRS. THOMPSON
My name is Maggie, and if it’s any 
consolation, you’ve pretty well 
destroyed my future as well.

AARON SMITH
Then I guess we’re even, although 
it was your husband I wanted to 
destroy, not you.

MRS. THOMPSON
I know, I’m sorry.

AARON SMITH
So am I.

He shoots her and she shoots him.

They both fall to the floor.

POLICE (O.S.)
This is the police, open up!

Aaron looks at the door then back at Maggie’s body lying on 
the floor.

AARON SMITH
Looks like they couldn’t protect 
you from the world either.

He shoots himself in the head.

INT. SENATOR ALBERT MILL'S OFFICE - NIGHT

The senator is watching a news broadcast on his laptop.

VIDEO OF BROADCAST JOURNALIST.
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MALE NEWS JOURNALIST
According to our sources, Mrs. 
Thompson, wife of Senator Thompson, 
has been placed in a medically 
induced coma. Doctors are hopeful 
that by keeping her in this state 
they will be able to save their 
baby. Senator Thompson and his 
daughter are at Mrs. Thompson’s 
bedside. Mrs. Thompson’s was shot 
by a disturbed man with a gun that 
he supposedly purchased today.

The video cuts to...

EXT. HOSPITAL - NIGHT

On the video feed is the hospital with several PRO-LIFE 
FOLLOWERS carrying signs of support for Maggie and her unborn 
child. A group of them are on their knees, praying.

MALE NEWS JOURNALIST (V.O.)
Pro-life followers have vowed to 
keep a prayer vigil at the hospital 
until the baby is delivered.

INT. SENATOR ALBERT MILL'S OFFICE - NIGHT

Senator Mills shuts off the laptop and smiles.

SENATOR MILLS
(to self)

The Senate is ours.

FADE OUT.
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